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Under Secretary Maria Otero Visits Nairobi 

On Thursday, January 28, the Department of State’s Under Secretary for 

Democracy and Global Affairs, Maria Otero, held a town hall meeting with 

students at the Kenya Polytechnic University College.  Under Secretary Otero used 

the town hall to describe the U.S.’s global science and technology initiatives and 

how they relate to youth empowerment in countries around the world.  

Ambassador Michael Ranneberger accompanied the Under Secretary to the town 

hall, along with the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human 

Rights and Labor, Mr. Daniel Baer.   

As Under Secretary for Democracy and Global Affairs, Ms. Otero oversees U.S. 

foreign relations on a variety of global issues, including democracy, human rights, 

and labor; environment, oceans, health and science; population, refugees and 

migration; trafficking in persons and avian and pandemic influenza.  Ms Otero’ 

was visiting Kenya and Uganda prior to leading the U.S. delegation to the African 

Union Summit in Addis Ababa.   
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